
1

Ellis 
County
Conservation

Ellis 
County
Conservation

A Supplement to 
The Hays Daily News
January 22, 2015

69th Annual Meeting
January 29,  2015
Rose Garden Banquet Hall



The Ellis County Conservation Dis-
trict Annual Meeting is scheduled 
for Jan. 29, 2015. Evening activities 
include election of two supervisors 
and presentation of conservation 
awards. Special entertainment will 
be Frank’s Attribute to Elvis.

Call the conservation office at 785-
623-4888 to make your reservation 
for the meal and meeting.
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The Ellis County Conservation 
District has selected Jared and 
Jaquelynn Hammersmith as the 
recipients of  the 2014 Rangeland 
Award. The award recognizes 
producers who have used excep-
tional conservation efforts on their 
grazing land.

Jared worked with his grand-
father as a child on the farm and 
always wanted to run cattle and 
have a small farming operation. 
Jared and Jaquelynn bought their 
house and first quarter when he 
was 25 from his grandmother. 
Since that time, the operation has 
expanded and now consists of  75 
percent rangeland and 25 percent 
cropland.

Jared runs a large cow-calf  herd 
and retains heifers to keep a closed 
herd. He purchases registered 
bulls only from reputable breeders. 
Jared would mention to someone 
wanting to get into cattle “to spend 
the money upfront and get good 
reputation cattle that will allow 
you to start and build on a good 
reputation herd.”

Jared is a believer in rotational 
grazing for the best management 
of  rangeland. He rotates his min-
eral to alternative locations away 
from the water sources to force the 
cattle to walk the rangeland. He 
tries to limit the confined time to 
less than 75 days during calving 
or his weaning period. Jared saves 

some of  his pastures for winter 
time grazing, and he believes this 
has allowed for him to reduce the 
sickness in calves.

Jared has begun using cover 
crops in his farming and ranching 
operation. He tries to use fields that 
are adjacent to the rangeland to 
allow for another rest period for his 
summer pasture grazing rotation. 
He admits he doesn’t have the per-
fect mix yet, but is always tweaking 
things to best use the benefit to the 
soil quality of  his cropland and 
added nutrition for his livestock. 
Jared utilizes 100 percent no-till on 
his cropland acres to leave residue 
on the surface to protect the soil.  

Jared worked with several land-
owners to install several miles of  
pipeline, cross-fences and watering 
facilities on their land. He feels 
fortunate they have accepted his 
conservation minded efforts to im-
prove their land. Jared mentioned 
“taking the time to listen to expe-
rienced people will help improve 
your own operation.” Jared stated 
“he has seen that you can use the 
land but not abuse it because there 
is always tomorrow.” Jared’s goal 
is increase pasture capacity with 
better management.

The Ellis County Conservation 
District is honored to present Jared 
and Jaquelynn Hammersmith the 
Rangeland Award for their conser-
vation efforts on their rangeland.

2014 Rangeland Award

Annual meeting features Elvis tribute
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The Ellis County Conservation 
District has selected Randal C. and 
Michelle R. Werth as the recipient 
of  the 2014 Conservation Award.

Randy and Michelle operate the 
farm they reside on as third-gener-
ation farmers. Randy was able to 
learn from his grandfather and fa-
ther who are both previous award 
winners. His grandfather, Clarence 
Herl, was one of  the first to adopt 
soil and water conservation and 
received a bankers award in 1964. 
This knowledge and conservation 
belief  was followed by Randy’s 
father, Donald. As the operation 
continued to grow, Donald in-
stalled windbreaks and terraces to 
preserve the land. Donald received 
a bankers award in 1976 and a 
windbreak award in 1998. 

Presently, Randy and Michelle 

have taken over the reins and have 
furthered the conservation of  the 
land. They have moved their entire 
operation to no-till farming, which 
has been a huge timesaver and 
allowed for timelier and efficient 
weed control. Randy has noticed 
the reduction in erosion due to the 
increased residue left standing to 
catch snow and has eliminated the 
wind erosion potential. Randy will 
be the first to admit no-till farming 
is just a tool to use and the need for 
conservation practices on the land 
is still viable.

Randy has worked with many 
landowners whose ground he 
operates to show them the need 
for structural practices and to 
help them with finding the right 
program to get conservation on 
their land. Randy attributes much 

of  his success to the landowners 
being open to the idea of  installing 
conservation practices to preserve 
the land for many generations to 
come. Randy and Michelle have 
also installed many new terraces 
and waterways on their own land 
so they can pass the operation 
onto the next generation in better 
condition than they received it.

A wheat-sorghum-fallow rota-
tion is used on his cropland acres. 
He pulls soil samples prior to 
applying any fertilizer to prevent 
the pollution of  the ground and 
surface water. Randy said “soil 
sampling is just another tool to 
add into the toolbox of  conserva-
tion to allow for the best possible 
management of  the land.” 

Randy has a small cow-calf  herd 
he runs on the rangeland acres of  
the farm. He also applies conserva-
tion on the rangeland by reducing 
stocking rates through the recent 
drought and by rotating pastures 
throughout the grazing season to in-
creases the health of  his rangeland. 

Randy and Michelle believe they 
owe it to their children and grand-
children to preserve the land and 
improve it so they have something 

to be proud of  when the farming 
operation continues into the future 
generations.

The Ellis County Conserva-

tion District is honored to present 
Randal C. and Michelle R. Werth 
with the 2014 Conservation Award 
for their conservation efforts.

2014 Conservation Award

Hays Office -2905 Vine
(785) 625-2110
TOLL FREE 1-800-369-9625
FAX (785) 625-4309

Phillipsburg Office - 477 F Street
(785) 543-6535
TOLL FREE 1-800-815-8593
FAX (785) 543-5739

Equipment • Buildings • Livestock 
Land Loans • Crop Insurance 

Leasing • Appraisals

Strong On
Ag Lending

Practice Designs Address Issues Prior to Installation
Martin GuGelMan
NRCS Engineer
Hays, Kansas

Conservation practices can 
greatly increase the value of  your 
property. In some cases, they can 
help you maintain the value your 
land already has. 

There are many types of  con-
servation practices that can help 
you address your specific resource 
concern — all of  which will need 
to have a design prepared before 
installation. Some typical examples 
of  conservation practices might 
include terraces, diversions, water-
ways, ponds, livestock wells, live-

stock pipeline and irrigation wells.  
Each conservation practice 

comes with its own questions and 
concerns that need to be addressed 
prior to installation. Some of  those 
questions might be: How many do I 
need? How big should it be? Where 
should it be located? What materi-
als should it be made of ? How do 
I take care of  it once it is installed? 
These questions and concerns are 
addressed in the design process of  
your conservation practices.

Conservation practice designs 
can vary from a few pages to an 
extremely large and complex docu-
ment covering numerous practices 
needed to address resource concerns. 

Practice designs will conform to the 
conservation standards set forth for 
each practice and will be installed as 
directed in the appropriate practice 
specification. The operation and 
maintenance portion of  the design 
will explain the activities that are 
needed to keep the practices operat-
ing as designed for their anticipated 
lifespan. A good quality design is an 
important part of  installing conser-
vation practices on your property.

Your local Natural Resources 
Conservation Service office person-
nel can assist you with the devel-
opment of  a quality design for 
conservation practices needed to 
address your resource needs.



The Ellis County Conservation 
District has selected Rome Farms 
LLC as the recipients of  the 2014 
Maintenance Award. This award 
recognizes producers who have 
used exceptional conservation ef-
forts in their operation.

Rome Farms was formed in 
2002 and is owned and operated 
by three brothers, Aaron and his 
wife, Shana, Jason and his wife, 
Jeanie, and Garret Rome. The 
Romes are fourth-generation 
farmers on the same family farm 
their great-grandfather, Frank 
Schulte and wife, Anna, established 
in 1910. After Frank’s passing in 
1949, their grandfather, Elmer 
Schulte, along with his wife, Edna, 
operated and expanded the farm-
ing operation until Elmer’s death 
in 1991. Between 1991 and 2002, 
Elmer’s son Matt and daughter 
Mary Jo maintained the cattle 
herd and Matt farmed the cultiva-
tion. Balancing work in town and 
the farm became quite a task, so 
the balance of  the cultivation was 
rented out in 1994. In 2002, their 
grandmother, Edna, endorsed 
Aaron, Jason and Garret’s desire to 
farm and rented them the cultiva-
tion and grass. Since then, they 
have been afforded the opportunity 
by their family to purchase the 
farm, ensuring yet another genera-
tion on the family farm. 

The land consists of  crop, range-
land and CRP. The cultivated 
ground in the operation, including 
rented and owned, is 100-per-
cent no-till. Crops grown include 
wheat, sorghum and corn. The 
Romes believe in a no-till system, 
it is imperative erosion problems 
are addressed immediately, as the 
potential for gullys and washouts 
to manifest themselves without 
proper terracing and drainage is 
likely. However, implementation of  
a no-till cropping system provides 
for longer terrace and waterway 
life, as terraces are slower to break 
down and sediment drainage into 

waterways is halted due to in-
creased residue and soil structure. 
In addition to maintaining their 
own land, the Romes work closely 
with their landlords.

“Having landlords that understand 
the importance of  conservation is 
very important,” Aaron said. “We are 

very fortunate in that regard.”
Several projects to install wa-

terways and rebuild terraces have 
been funded and designed in part 
by the programs and technicians at 
USDA. These conservation projects 
have been previously implemented 
on both rented and owned acreage 

and some are in progress now. 
In the past few years, the Romes 

installed a new watering system for 
their cattle, allowing them to fence 
off  ponds and streams during con-
fined feeding periods in winter. This 
allows for proper dispersion of  ani-
mal waste. Also, as a benefit of  the 

recent drought, ponds on the farm 
have been cleaned for the purpose of  
water storage and cattle watering. 

The Ellis County Conservation 
District is honored to present Rome 
Farms LLC with the 2014 Mainte-
nance Award for their conservation 
efforts.
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We Support Conservation
efforts by our producers

“Striving to be your fi rst choice”

300 W. 48th
Hays, KS
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1104 E. 8th St.
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www.carricoimplement.com
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2014  Maintenance Award



Zachary roth
Soil Conservation Technician
Hays Field Office

Being an agricultural producer 
in Kansas has its ups and downs. 

Many producers who run cattle 
have some sort of  a grazing system 
implemented that meets their 
needs and goals; however, many 
producers don’t have a true rota-
tional grazing system or full knowl-

edge of  figuring stocking rates. 
Several factors should be looked at 
when determining stocking rates. 
Those factors include size of  the 
animals grazing, moisture in the 
soil profile going into the grazing 

season, the plant species and plant 
health within the pastures, acres 
available to graze and number of  
pastures to graze.

Animal Unit Months are a 
universal measurement for figuring 
stocking rates based on the amount 
of  forage an animal unit will need 
for a month. Animal Units are 
based on the weight of  the animal 
and its daily forage needs. A 
1,000-pound cow is the equivalent 
of  1.0 AU. A 1,000-pound cow will 
need 3 percent of  its total body 
weight each day in forage. 

Therefore, 30 pounds of  forage 
is needed for 365 days of  the year, 
which makes 10,950 pounds of  for-
age for an entire year, and divided 
by 12 months in a year figures that 
1.0 Animal Unit will need 912.5 
Animal Unit Months of  forage. It 
is a good rule of  thumb to use 1.4 
AU because this allows for a 1,200 
pound cow with a 200 pound calf  
to be figured accurately. 

The hard truth is Kansas is a 
semi-arid environment. A good 
rule of  thumb is to plan for the 
worst and hope for the best. 
Drought has plagued much of  
Kansas in recent history. Overgraz-
ing and grazing without adequate 
rest is a resource concern many 
native grasslands have experienced. 

Diverse, favorable, warm season 
grass communities that are high in 
nutritional value for livestock are 
easily transitioned to grass com-
munities dominated by invasive, 
less palatable and lower nutrition 
forages when grazing pressure 

remains high. For instance, a 
pasture dominated by bluestems 
and sideoats is high in palatability 
and nutritional value. A pasture 
dominated by buffalo, cheat grass 
and tall dropseed would have lower 
palatability and nutritional value. 

Grass species in rangeland 
are often referred to as either an 
increaser or a decreaser. Increas-
ers are grass species that invade 
and become high in population in 
a pasture once the more favorable 
species have been over grazed and 
transitioned out of  the community. 
Decreasers are the more favorable, 
palatable species in pastures that 
decrease in population as grazing 
pressure persists to the point they 
no longer occur in the pasture 
anymore. By evaluating the plant 
community you can get a good 
estimate of  the forage quality and 
production you will get. 

The old “take half, leave half ” 
rule of  thumb is still a good rule 
when figuring stocking rates that 
takes into account utilization, 
grazing efficiency and harvest ef-
ficiency. Utilization is a measure of  
the proportion of  annual produc-
tion that is removed or destroyed 
by animals in a season. 

Grazing efficiency is the propor-
tion of  utilization that is actually in-
gested by the animal. Utilization and 
grazing efficiency account for the 
harvest efficiency. Harvest efficiency 
is the total proportion of  forage 
production that will be consumed or 
destroyed by grazing animals. 
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Do 
Your 
Part:

Improve Soil Health   • 
Reduce Soil Erosion• 
Reduce Tillage Operations• 
Adopt Cropping Systems• 
Manage Crop Residue• 
Install Best Management Practices (BMPs)• 

Good Stewards = Water Quality Protection

Learn more! Contact:
Stacie Minson,  Kansas State University Watershed Specialist

Big Creek Middle Smoky Hill River Watershed
120 N. Main Street, WaKeeney, KS 67672

sedgett@ksu.edu, or (785) 769-3297

Big Creek Middle Smoky Hill River Watershed

Examine several factors in preparing grazing system 

see GRAZING, 7



Joel Wilhoft
NRCS Resource Conservationist
Hays, Kansas

The U.S. Department of  Agri-
culture’s Natural Resources Con-
servation Service provides financial 
assistance to farmers and ranchers 
through numerous conservation 
programs. 

Each program is authorized by 
law and has its own set of  rules and 
guidelines. All have one overarch-
ing constant — solving environ-
mental problems or concerns with 
conservation practices that meet 
NRCS standards and specifica-
tions. 

The first step in receiving aid 
through an NRCS program is to 
have a conservation plan devel-
oped. The NRCS delivers all 
assistance to farmers and ranchers 
through the conservation planning 
process, and it’s free. 

Stop by your local NRCS field 
office to discuss your conservation 
objectives for your land. NRCS 
staff  will be happy to complete an 
on-site resource assessment and 
provide you with treatment alterna-
tives to address conservation prob-

lems on your farm. They will help 
you determine what conservation 
program and aid is right for you.

The second step is to sign a 
program application. NRCS staff  
will walk you through the appli-
cation process. Applications for 
most programs are accepted on 
a continuous basis, but they’re 
considered for funding in different 
ranking periods. 

Be sure to ask your local NRCS 

district conservationist about the 
ranking period deadline to ensure 
timely submittal of  an application. 
Applications will not be ranked or 
considered for funding if  a conser-
vation plan has not been developed 
and signed.

The third step, is to determine 
your eligibility for the program. 
NRCS staff  will need an official 
tax identification number (Social 
Security number or an employer 

identification number), property 
deed, lease agreement or some 
other document to show you 
have control of  the property, and 
a direct deposit form with your 
banking information. A farm and 
tract number are also needed. If  
you don’t have a farm and tract 
number, you can get one from 
USDA’s Farm Service Agency. 

You will also need to provide 
Highly Erodible Lands and 

Wetland Compliance certifica-
tion along with an adjusted gross 
income certification.

In order to receive federal 
financial aid as a non-individual, 
your organization will need a Data 
Universal Number System number. 
A DUNS number is a unique nine-
character identification number 
provided by the commercial com-
pany Dun & Bradstreet. 
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John VaVroch
NRCS Civil Engineering Technician
Colby, Kansas

When the decision is made to install 
structural practices, this question often 
comes up: “Should I terrace the field or 
could I install a diversion?” Every field is 
different, but all fields need the foreign 
drainage controlled and work must begin at 
the top of  the field. 

Terraces are designed to handle the run-
off  only from the terrace above. Usually, a 
terrace height of  1.5 to 1.7 feet is adequate. 
Diversions are designed to handle the total 
drainage area above the diversion. Similar 
to terraces, diversions can be level which 

store water; or gradient, which runs water 
to a suitable outlet. Storage is the critical 
factor in level diversions. The storage area 
can be long and shallow or short and deep. 
Cost is a big factor. Diversions are paid for 
by the cubic yard, while terraces are paid 
by the linear foot. Huge diversions quickly 
become expensive and are not cost effec-
tive.

Diversions should not be installed in lieu 
of  terraces. If  a diversion is installed too far 
down the slope in the field, it might become 
overloaded with sediment and become 
a maintenance problem. A good rule of  
thumb: If  the diversion channel has any gul-
lies or evidence of  concentrated flow above 
it, it is too far down the slope.

In some instances, the amount of  foreign 
drainage is just too much. The drain is 
carrying a large sediment load, and erosion 
is severe. A grassed waterway might be the 
best way to convey this water safely from 
point A to point B.

Waterways are also designed for the 
amount of  acres that run through them. 
Referred to as drainage area, this is a big 
factor in the design width and depth of  the 
waterway. A 200-acre drain that is plump or 
round has a shorter time of  concentration 
than a 200-acre drainage area that is long 
and skinny. 

The long and skinny area would have a 
longer time of  concentration. The quicker 
the peak flow gets to the structure, the wider 

and deeper the waterway needs to be. 
Velocity or the speed in which the water 

flows through the structure also affects the 
width and depth of  the waterway. The peak 
flow in the waterway can be designed to 
run narrow, deep, and fast.  Or it can be de-
signed shallow, wide, and slow.  The type of  
soil is the determining factor for allowable 
velocities in grassed waterways.

Contact your NRCS office or conserva-
tion district office located at your local 
county U.S. Department of  Agriculture 
Service Center (listed in the telephone book 
under United States Government or on the 
Internet at offices.usda.gov) for assistance. 
More information is also available at www.
ks.nrcs.usda.gov.

Diversion vs. Terraces and the Need for Grassed Waterways

Stay connected in the field with a touch of 
a button using Nex-Tech two-way radios.

877.625.7872
nex-tech.com/mobileradio

877.625.7872
nex-tech.com/mobileradio

see ASSISTANCE, 8

How to Get Financial Assistance from NRCS



This factor includes amounts 
of  grass that get stomped down 
by hoof  action or bedding down 
animals, forage defecated on and 
forage not used. Harvest efficiency 
usual averages around 25 percent. 
All of  these factors combine to 
figure what portion of  the plant 
is actually being converted into 
pounds of  beef. 

Putting out exclusion cages in 
pastures is one tool that can be 
used to help keep track of  the 
amount of  grazing occurring. 
Keeping cattle from grazing a 
small patch allows you to visually 
see how much of  the grass has 
been grazed off. You can also take 
pictures, and record precipitation 
to track growth and production 
occurring year to year.

The best way to figure avail-
able forage is by clipping and 
weighing grasses to the nearest 
gram within a rectangular clip-
ping frame. Inside dimensions of  
clipping frames measure 11.5 by 
24 inches. Using a pair of  shears 
and a gram scale, you can clip the 
standing grass within the frame, 
weigh it, multiply by 50 and get a 
figure of  pounds per acre produc-
tion. However, you need to know 
which grasses are good forage and 
what are not so you can get an 
accurate figure of  usable forage 
available. 

You must also estimate the 
percent dry matter of  the grass, 
the percent growth of  the grass at 
that point in the growing season, 
and estimate the percent the grass 
has been grazed at that point in 
the year. These figures can be 
determined by charts available in 
the National Range and Pasture 
Handbook, or by rangeland 
specialists that have conducted this 
sampling process before.

The more pastures you have 
to rotate through, the better off  
you will be. By rotating livestock 
during the course of  the growing 
season, you provide rest for the 
grass. Those periods of  rest allow 

the grass to respond to precipita-
tion received, photosynthesis and 
regenerate biomass not only above 
the ground, but below ground in 
the root system as well. 

When continuous grazing oc-
curs and plants don’t have periods 
of  rest, the grass will not be able 
to generate sugars and energy 
needed to adequately grow new 
blades and maintain root structure 
integrity. Overgrazing removes the 
blades, which is the same as re-
moving a solar panel when it only 
runs off  solar energy. The more 
pastures you have in a rotation the 
higher your grazing efficiency will 
be. 

Once all the factors have been 
calculated you can get an accurate 
stocking rate. For example, say you 
have a pasture that figures to have 
2,000 pounds per acre production, 
the herd is averaging 1,400 pounds 
per pair, and you have a 640 acres 
in the pasture, and harvest effi-
ciency is 25 percent. 2,000 pounds 
multiplied by 25 percent equals 
500 pounds of  usable forage. 

Remember a cow needs 912.5 
animal unit months of  forage in 
a year, so 500 pounds divided by 
912.5 AUM’s equals 0.55 Animal 
Unit Months of  forage available 
per acre. Take the 640 acres mul-
tiplied by 0.55 AUM per acre pro-
duction, and you get 352 Animal 
Unit Months of  forage available 

for that pasture. 352 AUM divided 
by 1.4 AU divided by 6 months 
equals 42 pairs. 

This means that 42 pair can 
graze that for 6 months. 640 
acres divided by 42 pair equals 15 
acres per pair. Depending on how 
long you want to graze a pasture 
will change this significantly. 
For instance grazing the pasture 
for three months instead of  six 
months would allow 84 pairs to be 
grazed.

In drought years, it is a good 
idea to figure a reduction in stock-
ing of  roughly 30 percent each 
year a drought continues is needed 
to reduce the chances of  over graz-
ing, and to prevent the degrada-
tion of  the plant community. Over 
grazing and grazing without rest 
will change the plant community 
from a mixed-grass prairie of  tall 
and mid-grasses to a community 
dominated by invasive, cool season 
grasses and short grasses that 
cannot provide the forage needs 
livestock require. 

It is important to properly graze 
not only to be a good steward of  
the land, but to ensure you can 
continue grazing efficiently for 
years to come. By doing this year 
to year, you can ensure you will 
take care of  the grass so it can take 
care of  you.

For more information, contact 
your local NRCS office.
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Follow Kansas Natural Resources Conservation Service 
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Your organization can register 
for a DUNS number through 
D&B’s website at fedgov.dnb.com/
webform. 

Have the following informa-
tion prepared when request-
ing a DUNS number: name of  
your organization, organization 
address, phone number of  the 
organization, name of  the owner, 
legal structure of  the organization 
(corporation, partnership, propri-
etorship), year the organization 
started, primary line of  business, 
and total number of  employees 
(full- and part-time).

Non-individuals must also regis-
ter with System for Award Man-
agement database. 

The SAM is a government-wide 
registry for vendors doing business 
with the federal government. You 
can review the SAM user guide at 
www.sam.gov/sam/SAM_Guide/

SAM_User_Guide.htm. Registra-
tion can be completed online at 
www.sam.gov. You must have a 
DUNS number to complete the 
registration.  

You cannot receive aid from 
NRCS programs without going 
through these basic steps: (1) sign 
a conservation plan, (2) sign a 
program application, (3) achieve 
program eligibility, (4) application 
ranking and acceptance, and (5) 
implement the conservation plan. 
Stop by your local field office to get 
the process started.

Contact your local NRCS of-
fice or conservation district office 
located at your local county USDA 
Service Center (listed in the tele-
phone book under United States 
Government or on the internet 
at offices.usda.gov) for assistance. 
More information is also available 
at www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov.

By SteVe GraBer
NRCS Soil Scientist
Dodge City, Kansas

How important is getting water into the soil? If  
we cannot get water into the ground, it runs off  and 
creates problems on and off  the farm. The Natural 
Resources Conservation Service has conducted soil 
infiltration tests on fields with different cover and 
management practices.  
trends

One of  the sites I selected was a cover crop soil mois-
ture study site. I observed bare ground and wheat stubble 
residue on this site. What would be the difference in 
infiltration in this field under these conditions? In order 
to measure the infiltration, I used a Cornell Infiltrometer. 
This device can be set to “rain” on a small area at a 
specified intensity. The runoff  is measured during a set 
time period, and with the knowledge of  how much water 
was applied, the difference is the infiltration.

The two sites selected in the field were within 10 
feet of  each other, so soils and management were 
the same. The only difference was one site was bare 

ground, and the other was covered wit0h flattened 
wheat residue. The Infiltrometer sits on a metal ring 
that is driven into the ground. The bare ground site 
took some considerable effort to get the ring inserted, 
but the area with residue was much easier.  

Both sites were set to receive 11 inches per hour. 
The bare ground sited had runoff  after 3 minutes, 
and the site covered with residue at 15 minutes. The 
bare site infiltrated less than 0.5 inches of  rainfall per 
hour in 30 minutes. The residue-covered site infiltrat-
ed at no less than 3 inches per hour in the 30 minute 
period. Regardless of  management, this infiltration 
test showed it is the surface residue that is the domi-
nant factor in increasing water infiltration during high 
intensity rainfall events. If  getting water into your soil 
is important to you, be sure to keep your soil covered.

Contact your Natural Resources Conservation 
Service office or conservation district office located 
at your local county U.S. Department of  Agriculture 
Service Center (listed in the telephone book under 
United States Government or on the Internet at of-
fices.usda.gov) for assistance. More information is also 
available at www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov.
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The Ellis County
Conservation District

The Ellis County
Conservation District

The Ellis County
Conservation District

would like to congratulate the
2014 Award Winners

Maintenance Award
Rome Farms

LLC

Rangeland Award
Jared and Jaquelynn 

Hammersmith

Conservation Award
Randal and Michelle Werth
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ASSISTANCE, from Pg 6Tests show surface residue important 
in getting water into soil


